
 

 

Service of 
Light  

 

   

Service Booklet  
During the time of social distancing people were unable to go to funeral 
services.  The South Wakes Baptist Association produced a reflection for 
individuals to use at home.  However there is still a need for a community, 
family gathering  to remember all those who have lost their lives over this 
time. 

Below is two forms of service: an outline for you to adapt or a full service for 
you to use. 

It is important to remember that many of those who may come to a service like this 
do not have a church background so it is important for you to explain the stages of 
what you are doing and why. 

  



 

 

Service of Light Outline 

Welcome to the Service led by the Minister 

Call to Worship including Lighting of Candles  

Sung Worship:  O Praise the Name  

   Be Still for the Presence of the Lord  

Prayer 

Bible Reading John 14:1-17  

Short Reflection  

Sung Worship   The Lord’s My Shepherd (I will trust)  

 This I believe (The Creed) 

An Act Of Remembrance And Thanksgiving 
Provide an opportunity when people come to the service (or beforehand) to give names that 

they would like to be read out at this time.  You can also play some music and invite people to 

light a candle to remember those who they want to remember. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sung Worship My Hope is Built (Cornerstone) 

Blessing 
 
 
 



 

 

Service of Light Full Version 

Welcome to the Service led by the Minister 

Good afternoon / evening and welcome to our Service of Light here at (Name of Church).  
My name is … and I am the minister here.  The service will follow the pattern within the 
service booklet you were given as you arrived (or are up on the screen); I would like to 
invite you to say the words in blue as a response and to stand with me if you are able while 
we sing the hymns/songs. 
 We are here today because in one way or another we have all been affected by the death 
of a loved family member or friend and we were not able to remember their life alongside 
each other.   
We are here to listen to some of the great words of the Christian faith. 

To consider, to remember, and in quiet gratitude, to give thanks for the life of the ones we 

have loved  

We are here to renew our trust in God who has said: I will not fail you or desert you.  

Opening Responses Lighting of Candles 

I will light a light in the name of the Maker, who lit the world and breathed the breath of life 

for me.  (A first candle is lit) 

I will light a light in the name of the Son, who saved the world and stretched out his hand 

to me.  (A second candle is lit) 

I will light a light in the name of the Spirit who encompasses the world and blessed my soul 

with yearning. (A third candle is light) 

We will light three lights for the trinity of love:   

God above us, God beside us, God beneath us.  

The beginning, the end, the everlasting one.  

Let’s stand together if we are able to sing these two worship songs one after the other: 



 

 

Sung Worship:  O Praise the Name  

   Be Still for the Presence of the Lord  

Please take your seat as we pray: 

Prayer 

Eternal God and Father, we praise you that you have made people to share life together 

and to reflect your glory in the world. We thank you now for those whom we come to 

remember today, for all that we saw of your goodness and love in their lives and for all that 

they have meant to us. As we too journey towards death may we do so in the company of 

Jesus, who came to share our life that we might share the life of eternity. To him be glory 

with you and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
Bible Reading John 14:1-17 
 
Reflection:  
This is passage Jesus gives us a message of hope  

But you maybe here this afternoon / evening feeling a little bit like Julian Barnes the writer, 

Booker Prize winner; who opens his memoir with the memorable line: ‘ I don’t believe in 

God, but I miss him.’  

Or maybe you are a little bit further on, on your journey of faith; and you are here really to 

be reminded of a God who comforts and loves you.  

Poet and Yale professor, Christian Whyman; wrote about how he has really discovered the 

faith of his childhood; through going through two of life’s greatest crisis. 

At the age of 39; on one hand he fell in love and then around the same time he was 

diagnosed with terminal cancer and he writes this.  

‘There was no bolt from the blue conversion or any of that. My old ideas simply were not 

adequate for the extremes of joy and grief I experienced. And then when I looked at my life 

through Christ; the world made sense.’  



 

 

We all hear today to make sense of the feelings we have; the feeling of loss, pain, 
confusion, suffering.  
And this passage reminds us of the love of God; the presence of God; the forgiveness of 

God and the hope of the good news of Jesus Christ. 

One of my favourite hymns is the classic Abide with Me, the words were written more than 

150 years ago by a Scottish man who knew that he had only 3 weeks to live: 

‘Abide with me; fast, false the even tide; the darkness deepens; Lord with me Abide! 

When other helpers fail; and comforts flea; help of the helpless; O abide with me.’  

That is a universal heart cry: Stay with me; Help me; Be here for me  

And God’s response to that prayer – is Himself  

I will abide with you; I am with you; I will never leave you; I have prepared a place where I 

am going for you and all your loved ones.  

Through this passage we see that we can trust and lean on God.  

Sung Worship:  The Lord’s My Shepherd (I will trust)  

    This I believe (The Creed) 

An Act Of Remembrance And Thanksgiving 

God of grace and glory, we come to remember especially before you today ....  
Children lost in miscarge and still birth; Names may be read aloud silence may be kept after 

each name 

Those who have passed due to Covid 19; Names may be read aloud silence may be kept after 

each name 

Those who have passed in the past few months: Names may be read aloud silence may be 
kept after each name 
 
Lighting of Candles 
I would now like to invite you to come a light a candle, if you are able, in memory of your 
loved one as an act of your personal remembrance.  While you are doing this some music 
will be playing in the background. 
 



 

 

Pray: 
Let us pray together: 
We thank you for giving them to us to know and to love as companions in our pilgrimage 

on earth. In your boundless compassion console those who mourn. Grant us that we may 

see in death the gate of everlasting life and continue our course on earth in faith, though 

Jesus Christ our Lord, the Life and the Resurrection of all who put their trust in him.  

God, our Father, we thank you that you sent your Son Jesus Christ to die for us and rise 

again. 

His cross declares your love to be without limit; his resurrection, that death our last enemy 

is doomed. By his victory we are assured of the promise that you will never leave us or 

forsake us; that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, can separate 

us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

We sum up our prayers in the words that Jesus taught us and pray together the Lord’s 

Prayer:  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 



 

 

 

Sung Worship: My Hope is Built (Cornerstone) 

The Lord God almighty is our Father: he loves us and tenderly cares for us. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is our Saviour: he has redeemed us and will defend us to the end. 

The Lord, the Holy Spirit is among us: he will lead us in God's holy way. 

To God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: be praise and glory today and for ever. 

Amen.  

Blessing:  

May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to himself; may the power of the Lord Jesus 

strengthen us in his service; may the joy of the Lord Jesus be within our souls.  

May the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you and remain with you always.  

Notice: 

Our Service of Light has come to an end, please do stay in this space if you need to. You 

are more than welcome to join us for refreshments and I am here if you would like to pray 

for anything. 
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